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1. The following functions are performsd by the DDR Foreign Mindstry:

2. It issues visas to residentz of the DDR desiring to go abroad and to
vergons degiring to enter the DDR. At the present time, no visas are issued
tc DDR residents for travel %o Western (non-Commmnist) countries. Individuals
requiring visas may make applieation in person on Tuesdays and Fridays of ecach
waek, the requests being handled by (fau) Wiedemann, acting chief of the Con~
sular Department. Wiedemann thed checks with the Ministry of the Interior of
the Land in which the applicant is registered. If mo adverse information cone
eeraing the gpplicant is forthcoming from this source, Wiedemann prepares the
visa for the slignature of Foreign linister Georg Certinger. This process cone
gumes from four to six weeks. Dertinger has little if auy authority regerding
who should or should rot be granted 2 visa, and his signature is a mabter of
form, At the same time, there is vo apparent divect check by the Mussians in
Berlin concerning persons to whom & visa may or may not be issued, except, of
courge, with regard to individuals travelling between the DDR and the USSR. Tt
iz, however, tc be presumed that the Soviet authoritiss are periodically given
a ligl of persons to whom visas have been issued, and it seems possible that
the DDR Ministry of State Security checks on applicants at soms point in the
viss process with the pariinent Soviet security officials in Berling, although
there is no direct evidence that the 155 is so involved.

b. The DDR Foreign Ministry prepares agreements and treaties in political,
economic, cultural,and legal matters. Dr. Reintanz (CDU}, head of the Legal
Departuwent, is at present preparing a draft of an agreemsrt with Czechoslovakia
on cooperation between the two countries in eriminal matiers. Poliey in such
affairs, however, is determined by the Soviet authorities in Borlin. For example P
during the negotiations between the IDR and Poland concerning the exact location
of the boundary line bebmsen the two sbates, Polish Ambassador Jan Izydorozyk
held lengbhy conferences with Dertinger and State Secretary Anton Ackermamn, In
this same psriod; however, Dertinger had a series of long talks with Soviet Am-
bagsador Pushkin and Political Advisor Semecrnov on the matter. As a matter of
mechanics, Pushkin often confers with Dertinger in political affairs, while the
latter goes to Karlshorst to talk with Semeonov when that is necessary. In the
sstablishment of policy it is difficult to determine whether Ackermenn or
Durtinger has the more "power’, Unguestionsbly Ackermarm is the representative
of the Party iine within the Foreign !Hinistry, but it often appears that
Dertinger is dble to push through his point of view, within linits, vis-a-vis
the more realistie Russians end on a short-term basis,
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¢, The linistry concerns itsclf direectly with propaganda activities., Dur-
inz the recenw plebiscite against Viest Nerman remilitarization, ‘fain Jenartuents I
and IT, headed by FTlorin and “reanzel respectively, spent a -reat deal of tire in col~
lecting and sorting the resulis of the allaged balloting in Vest Cermany. Dortinger
himsell toolt an active »art in establishing and cultivatin- relations with so-called
Christian socialist clreles in Jest termany in an attempt to wwin them to the DR noint
of wview.

d. The Iinistry issues the followin; digests of the world oresa: 1) Infor-
mavionsdicnst, which asiears once o month, is necatly printed and is circulated t0
AGout 3,70 addressees in Jast Jermany and the satellite countrics. 2) Insormations-~
naterial and Sondermaterial are badly mimeopraphed, usually devobed to one or two
shecific issucn of vorld molities, anl are cireulated to about 30 addressces, mainly
202 ninisters and ombassadors and ambassadors accredited to the 0. The selection
ol the nows items and the editorial policy and comrnents are all under the direct con-
trol of the head of the Press Department, Meissner (SiD), and Dertinger is not con~-
sulted in these matters. There is no visidle evidence of Sovict control or inter-
ference with these publications, and it may be assumed that leissner and ickermann
are eonsidered sufficiently schooled in the SED line to obviate more active Soviet
intervention. In general the policy with regard to uncxpected world developments is
to withhold corment until the official Soviet viewpoint is made lmown throush TASS re-
norts.

e. The Ministry concerns itsel{ with the entertainment and household prob~
loms of the diplomatic corps in Fast Jerlin. These matters arc dealt with by Zinsser
(CDU}, head of the Administrative Denartment and by Thun (3DP), chiel of the Protocol
Denartaent.. These functions, however, are hardly of a political nature.

Insofar as decisions have to be made in the Foreign  Anistry in order to implement es-
tablished DDR government policy, such decisions are usually threshed out at sessions

of the so-called Little Commission. This comnission is composed of a half-dozen of
the leadiny functionaries in the “Hnistry, and it meets for soveral hours aparoximately
trice a weelr. At Little Commission reetinys “eissner usually spealis ab some lencth

on political trends in vroviding bacwround for the agenda of the day. In addition;
Jertinser and Achernmann attend the weekl:r sessions of the 70X Council of “dnisters,
where policy matters ol a highor level are discussed and whore the 90D has a clear

ma jority.

Tho following notes depiet the actual worikings of the MR Foreirm Hnistry:

a. 3efore -iving a scheduled speech, Dertinger always refers his naterial
to Aciiormamn for the latter's concurrence. The manner in which Dertinger does this
suirests to observers thot such submission is more than a polite gosture and that
Aacternann in fact has the power to re-iire that chanzes be made.

b. Ackermannts anproval must be obtained by Dertinger before the latter can
nalte important personnel decisions. At present Ackermann is withholding his consent
to the ammointment of Dertincer's personal assistant, althougzh it nay be noteworthy
that the State Socrctary has not openly vetoed Dertingerts choice. In line with
prior agreement, Dertinger should be allowed to have as his personal assistant a mem—
ber of his owm party, but Ackermann is sponsoring another candidate who belongs to
the 57D, and the matter has not Leen settled to date,

¢. lfissner has remarked openly to members of his staff that as long as the
occwr'ing power remains in the D0, the latter is not a soverelgn nation. In referring
specifically to a Iinistry woliey matter, eissner added, 'The Russians have the last
word".,

Tt must be assumed that in really important political affairs the D3 is nowerless to
taie steps indevendent of the Soviet authoritics. 7ithin the framewor': of pelicy im-
nlenentation delegrted by the Soviets to thie DOR and to the Foreign lfinistry, the SII
is, in most instances, the real authority. In specific cases, hovever, Dertinser is
avle to alter the Party course temmorarily, by agrecnent with the Tuvslans, in mate
ters of »murcly tactical importance. At the same time 1t would be “ncorrect to deoict
Jerdinger as o mere rusber-stanp, suvnorted by the 5ID for the purpose of reading
nrenarad sneeches at nass rallies. The Poreisn [finister is an arbitious carecrist,

an oprortunist, and a good speaier. It is, in a sensc, even meaninrless to ask vhether
aclernmann or Dertinger or Semeonov really wields the power in the Foreign Iinistry,
since it is Dertingerts sole desire to continue in his™hasifion as lonz as he possibly
can and, to this end, his attitude may in most instances be more Commanist than that
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of the 800D functionaries. Indecd, it is on the fallacy thot the Dast COU somchow
renrescnts the last shtronshold of anti-doviet or anti-Communist seatiment within
the 20 dhat Tertinger is canitalizias to retain his comfortable office, his duty
car, his mansion in Just 3erlin aad his horme in the 3Jerlin suburbs.®
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